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CLAIMS: 

In a data switch including a plurality of interface 
\mocli/le'fe, a method of forwarding a block of data comprising: 
ceiving a first packet in a first protocol; 
translating the first packet into a generic format; 
parsing the generic packet to an application; 
receiving from the application the generic packet; 
translating the generic packet into a second protocol; and 
sendi^ig the translated packet to an output port. 
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2. TlQe method of claim 1 further comprising placing the 
generic packet into a receiving queue corresponding to a quality 
of service l^el of the generic packet. 



3. The method of claim 1 further comprising receiving at 
a forwarding quffiue the generic packet from the application, the 
r« forwarding queue\ corresponding to a quality of service level' of 

is 20 the generic packe 
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein the sending comprises 
sending the translated packet to a. backplane, the packet having 
a port address withlVi a range reserved for. a destination port. 

5. The method ^f claim 4, wherein the destination port is 
selected from a groun consisting of known internal unicast 
ports/ known internal multicast ports, known external multicast 
ports, and dynamic multicast ports. 



A switching system. comprising: 
!^an input port receiving a first packet in a first protocol; 
an input driver coupled to the input port for translating 
the first packet into a gen)eric format; 
35 means for passing the oeneric packet to an application; 
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means for receiving from the application the generic packet; 

an output driver for translating the generic packet into a 
second protocol; and 

an output port couplec, to the output driver for transmitting 
out the translated packet.! 



7. The switching s\ 
output drivers register wd 
generic forwarding interqa 
and the application. 



stem of claim 6^ wherein the input and 
th a generic forwarding interface, the 
ce being located between the drivers 



8. The switching s 
receiving queue for recei 
queue corresponding to a <i 
packet. 
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9. The switching 
forwarding queue for rec; 
application, the forwardi 
service level of the gene 



stem of claim 6 further comprising a 
ing the generic packet, the receiving 
ality of service level of the generic 



stem of claim 6 further comprising a 
eiving the generic packet from the 
queue corresponding to a quality of 
c packet. 
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10^ A switching systim comprising: 
ya plurality of drivera; 
a plurality of applicaltions; 

a plurality of receivimg queues each queue corresponding to 
quality of service level; and ' 



the generic forwardi 



g interface located between the 



plurality of drivers and tho plurality of applications, wherein 
the generic forwarding interface places a packet from a driver 
into a receiving queue corrjesponding to the quality of service 
of the packet. 
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11. The swit'chin|g 
forwarding interface 
and sends the packet tc 



system of claim 10 wherein the generic 
tfekes the packet out of the receiving queue 
an application registered for the. packet. 
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